Wetlands sl % NEEF
Activ lty Guide - »"‘ Mistid oo Fotnden

Wetlands are amazing ecosystems and can be found all over the United
States. They occur a[ong the boundaries of streams, lakes, ponds or even

in [arge shallow holes tha’cﬁ“ up with rainwater. n order to have a
wetland, you need to have some [ow-[y'mg land, add water, then mix in
lots of plants that love having wet "feet" (roots) and finally add some
animals. There are many kinds ofwet[ands: marshes, bogs, swamps,
fens, and prairie potho[es to name afew. These p[aces can look very

iﬂevent but because they are all areas with wet soil, or where

water covers the soil, they are considered wetlands.

/2 Sj\ /L What type of wetlands are near you?

Every critter p[ays an important part in a hea[thy wetland.
From primary producers, on up the food chain of

consumers to decomposevs, everyth'mg is connected.
Draw a line from the terms below to the Wl
plants or animals you see on this page sy Y

that fit that level of the food chain! ||
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Cut out the
squares below and
place them over parts of
the picture that serve the
described function of a wetland.

‘ ﬂip this page overfor deﬁnitions
ofthefood chain terms and

instuctions to make your own lotus ﬂower!
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More than 1/3 of endangeved and Wetlands are very productive Wetlands are great atﬁ[tering o Wetlands provide nursery B By s[ow'mg the water dur'mg
threatened animals and plants in - because ofa“ ofp[ants they - water coming oﬂ the land, habitatfor most of thejuveni[e - ﬂoods, wetlands veduceﬂood
the United States depend on . contain. These he[pform the : reducing po“ution in va—oﬂ‘ N (young) ﬁsh and she“ﬁsh that z damage in areas downstream

wetlands in some way. : base ofthefood chain. before it gets into open water. o we eat. © and around them.



Food chain vocabulary words:

primary producer - (p[ants, algae) uses the sun to provide its own nutrients

primary consumer - (bugs, herbivores, sma“ﬁsh) gets nutrients by eating the primary pvoducers

secondary consumer - (small animals, amphibians, small birds) gets nutrients by eating the primary consumers
’certiary consumer - ([arger animals, humans) gets nutrients by eating the secondary oY primary consumers

decomposer - (bacteria, fungi) breaks down all natural material into microscopic pieces to be absorbed back into the earth

Directions for making your Lotus:

Materials needed:

1square sheet ofpapev (pvefevab[y pink) 1 square piece ofwax paper (pvefevab[y gveen)
1 green pipe cleaner scissors
1 green (or clear) straw penci[

Using the square sheet of paper, make the [otusﬂowerfo“owmg the directions below.

Cut the corners oﬂ of’che square wax paper to make it into a circle. This will be your waterproof lotus [eaf.
Slide the pipe cleaner into the straw. This will be your p[ant stem.

Fold the pipe cleaner at the bottom to keep the straw ﬁ'om s[iding oﬁ

Using a penci[, make a small hole in the middle of the [eaf andﬂower.

Slide the [eaf onto the stem,fo“owed by the ﬂowev.

Make a small “T” with the pipe cleaner on top to keep the flower from sliding off.
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1. Fold diagonally both ways 2. Fold each corner into 3. Fold each corner into 4. For a third time, fold each corner into 5. Turn model over and fold each corner into
and open. the center. the center once again. the center. the center.

diagram is >
enlarged
6. Fold each corner inwards a small 7. To form the petals, press down on the 8. The second set of petals are formed 9. The third set doesn't need to be turned Finished Lotus.
amount. point shown, while slowly pulling the petal the same way, but the corner from the “inside out”, just folded normally from below
from behind, to the front. It's almost like point shown. the first set.

turning the corner “inside out”. Repeat on all
corners.

Learn more and find other fun 1f youw've enjoyed finding wetland animals on this Activity Guide, join
Yy Yoy 8 Y J
Activity Guides at Project Noah to photograph and share more animals in real life! project gl

NEEFusa.org visit. ProjectNoah.org 104
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